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Alcide d’Orbigny (1842—1853) introduced 
numerous molluscan species in Sagra’s work on 
the natural history of Cuba. The exact publication 
dates of this important work have never been 
fully established. The date for the bivalve plates 
and associated captions had long been accepted 
as 1842, and d’Orbigny’s names were deemed 
senior to those of such near-contemporary 
authors as Conrad (1846) and Philippi (1846, 
1847). 

However, Rosenberg (pers. comm., May 2006; 
2009) has established that d’Orbigny’s bivalve 
parts were published considerably later than 
1842, perhaps as late as April 1853, and almost 
certainly no earlier than 1851. The date change 
of Sagra’s work thus resulted in various priority 
issues involving numerous western Atlantic spe- 
cies. Mikkelsen & Bieler (2007) adopted an 1853 
date and adjusted authorship and dates for 27 
affected species occurring in the Florida Keys. 

Three of d’Orbigny’s (1853) well-established 
names of common western Atlantic Lithophaga 
species, L. antillarum, L. bisulcata, and L. 
nigra, were thus threatened by earlier names 
introduced by Philippi (1846, 1847). Their syn- 
onymy had long been accepted in the western 
Atlantic and mytilid literature (e.g., Abbott, 1974; 
Kleemann, 1983; Turner & Boss, 1962), but their 
priority had now become reversed. Following 
priority in this case could have resulted in the 
unfortunate situation that Lithophaga antillarum 
(d’Orbigny, 1853) would become L. corrugata 
(Philippi, 1846), whereas sympatric L. nigra 
(d'Orbigny, 1853) would be a junior synonym 
of the confusingly homonymous name L. antil- 
larum (Philippi, 1847). The latter situation could 
possibly have been avoided by resurrecting L. 
caribaea (Philippi, 1847), which was published 
simultaneously with L. antillarum, but it still 


would replace commonly cited species names - 


with ones that had fallen in disuse a very long 
time ago. 

Mikkelsen & Bieler (2007: 413) invoked ICZN 
(1999) Article 23.9, Reversal of Precedence, to 
maintain prevailing usage of Lithophaga antil- 
larum (d’Orbigny, 1853), introduced as Lithodo- 
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mus antillarum, over Modiola corrugata Philippi, 
1846; of Lithophaga bisulcata (d’Orbigny, 1853), 
introduced as Lithodomus bisulcatus, over 
Modiola appendiculata Philippi, 1846; and of 
Lithophaga nigra (d’Orbigny, 1853), introduced 
as Lithodomus niger, over Modiola antillarum 
Philippi, 1847, Modiola caribaea Philippi, 1847, 
and Lithophaga crenulata Dunker, 1849. To 
satisfy Article 23.9.1.2, lists of works using 
d’Orbigny’s names were provided and, after 
extensive literature searches, it was assumed 
that Article 23.9.1.1 also was met, which requires 
that the senior name had not been used as valid 
since 1899. 

According to Article 23.9.2, d’Orbigny’s three 
names — Lithodomus antillarum, L. bisulcatus, 
and L. niger— have been nomina protecta since 
the publication of Mikkelsen & Bieler (2007): 
“From the date of publication of that act the 
younger name has precedence over the older 
name. When cited, the younger but valid name 
may be qualified by the term nomen protectum 
and the invalid, but older, name by the term 
nomen oblitum ... In the case of subjective syn- 
onymy, whenever the names are not regarded 
as synonyms the older name may be used as 
valid.” 

In a recent discussion and illustration of 
Lithophaga type material, Kleemann (2009) 
reaffirmed the seniority of Modiola appendicu- 
lata Philippi, 1846, over Lithodomus bisulcatus 
d'Orbigny, 1853. During a subsequent exchange 
of messages, Dr. Kleemann kindly informed me 
of the existence of post-1899 usage of Philippi’s 
names, particularly a work by Kthnelt (1930: 72 
ff.), who had used Modiola appendiculata, M. 
antillarum, and M. corrugata as valid. 

The discovery of post-1899 usage means that 
Article 23.9.1.2 was not met, a situation that the 
Code addresses in Article 23.10 (Erroneous 
Reversal of Precedence): “Prevailing usage must 
be maintained [Art. 82] until the Commission 
has made a ruling (i.e. an author discovering 
that such an erroneous action has occurred 
must not automatically use the older synonym 
or homonym).” 
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The case will have to be referred to the 
ICZN Commission for eventual ruling, but for 
now d’Orbigny’s (1853) Lithophaga names (L. 
antillarum, L. bisulcata, L. nigra) are protected 
because of their prevailing usage. 
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